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“The Gospel is the Last Will and Testament 

of the Son of God.”
And he said unto them, This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many.

St. Mark 14:24.
Introduction.


What does it mean that Christ makes a testament?  Most would say simply means that Christ, like any other man, leaves a last will and testament.  But Christ is not just any man but the Incarnate Lord.  Consequently, Christ making a testaments means Christ Himself would die and bequeath an inheritance.


But Christ, as we’ve noted, is the Lord.  How can the Lord die?  The Lord in and of Himself cannot die.  But now the Lord has become man He can and did die.


But why did the Lord die a human death?  The Lord died a human death in order to deliver men from death brought on by sin and restore them to life eternal.  By His death, the Lord died the death all men should have died for sin.  Thus all sin has been Atoned for and men are spared death and hell.


Where there is a testament there is also an inheritance.  Consequently, Christ bequeaths to men the Proceeds of His Passion.  Christ bequeaths to men the Absolution of all sin.


This bequeathing of forgiveness is what Scripture calls the Gospel.  Through the Gospel Christ bequeaths to men the forgiveness of sins, salvation, life eternal, and the resurrection of the body.


The Last Will and Testament of the Lord, the Son of God, is the Saving Gospel.

I.  Testament Means God becomes Man and Dies for the Sins of Men.

A.  Testament means God becomes man.

It is remarkable the Christ makes a testament.  Christ is the Lord, the Almighty God.  Testaments are made by men.  Consequently, we see the by the fact the Lord makes a testament means God has come man, become Incarnate.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.  For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator.  For a testament is of force after men are dead:  otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth.

Luther writes of the Last Will and Testament of God:

You see, therefore, that what we call the mass
 is a promise of the forgiveness of sins made to us by God, and such a promise as has been confirmed by the death of the Son of God.  For the only differences between a promise and a testament is that the testament involves the death of the one who makes it.  A testator is a promiser who is about to die, while a promiser (if I may put it thus) is a testator who is not about to die.  This testament of Christ is foreshadowed in all the promises of God from the beginning of the world; indeed, whatever value those ancient promises possessed was altogether derived from this new promise that was to come in Christ.  Hence the words “compact,” “covenant,” and “testament of the Lord” occur so frequently in the Scriptures.
  These words signified that God would one day die.  “For where there is a testament, the death of the testator must of necessity occur” (Heb. 9[:16]).  Now God made a testament, therefore, it was necessary that he should die.  But God could not die unless he became man.
  Thus the incarnation and the death of Christ are both comprehended most concisely in this one word, “testament.”
 


God, indeed, did become man.  The Apostle St. John writes:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ... And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

B.  Testament means God dies for the sins of men.

But why would God die?  God, indeed, cannot die insofar as He is God.  The Lutheran Church confesses:

We Christians must know that if God is not also in the balance, and gives the weight, we sink to the bottom with our scale.  By this I mean:  If it were not to be said [if these things were not true], God has died for us, but only a man, we would be lost.  But if ‘God’s death’ and ‘God died’ lie in the scale of the balance, then He sinks down, and we rise up as a light, empty scale.  But indeed He can also rise again or leap out of the scale; yet He could not sit in the scale unless He became a man like us, so that it could be said:  ‘God died,’ ‘God’s passion,’ ‘God’s blood,’ ‘God’s death.’  For in His nature God cannot die; but now that God and man are united in one person, it is correctly called God’s death, when the man dies who is one thing or one person with God.
 


God can and did die because He is now become man, He is Incarnate.  But still, how can He die?  After all, death only ever came about because of sin; and God is not a sinner.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

How, then, could the Incarnate Lord die?  The Incarnate Lord died because He chose to die for the sake of sinful men.  The Apostle St. John writes:

Then said Jesus unto them again, ... I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.  As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father:  and I lay down my life for the sheep.  And other sheep
 I have, which are not of this fold:  them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.  Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.  No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself.  I have power to take it again.  This commandment have I received of my Father.


Why would the Incarnate Lord choose to die?  He chose to die purely out of His Goodness and Mercy toward fallen man.  As the Apostle St. Paul has already noted, “the wages of sins is death”.  The Incarnate Lord chose to die to He could expiate the sins of men and deliver them from death.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 


This word Testament tells us a lot about God.  It tells us God would become man and die so He could Atone for the sins of men and save.  Luther writes:

Now God made a testament, therefore, it was necessary that he should die.  But God could not die unless he became man.
  Thus the incarnation and the death of Christ are both comprehended most concisely in this one word, “testament.”
 

II.  Christ Bequeaths Absolution of Sin to Men and All the Everlasting Blessings that Issue from Absolution.

A.  Christ bequeaths to men Absolution of all sin for Christ’s Sake.

With a testament there is also an inheritance.  With an inheritance there are heirs.  What does Christ bequeath to His heirs in His Last Will and Testament?  Christ bequeaths to men the Absolution of all sin for Christ’s Sake.  Jesus states on the Eve of His Passion:

And he said unto them, This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many.

For what Purpose is Christ’s Blood shed or poured out from the cup?  It is poured out for the remission of sins:

And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.


Christ bequeaths to men in His Last Will and Testament the Absolution of all sin.  Now, in my short life, I have heard Christians dispute and reject Absolution or mock it as no big deal.  But Absolution is a big deal because Christ by His Passion bequeaths Absolution to us in His Last Will and Testament.  In addition, can there be any dispute about His Bequest when we recall what a sober matter a bequest is?  When someone makes a bequest, does he speak unclearly so it can be disputed?  Certainly not.  When a man makes a bequest, are his words worthy of mockery as no big deal?  Certainly not.  The last will and testament of any man is a big deal.  This Last Will and Testament is the Last Will and Testament of the Son of God.  The gravity of this Testament is obvious.
  Martin Chemnitz, the Second Martin of the Reformation
, writes of the gravity of the Last Will and Testament of the Son of God:

The words of the Lord’s Supper are not to be treated in a light or frivolous way, but with great reverence and respect and in the fear of the Lord, because they are the words of the last will and testament of the Son of God. ... In the second place, when the last will and testament of a man has been executed, we are required under the law to observe the words with special care so that nothing be done which is either beside or contrary to the final will of the testator.  Even the civil laws regard such a will as so sacred that they have determined that those who have made any profit at all from the will for themselves shall be deprived of it, and their inheritance through the provision of the laws themselves shall be taken away from them as being unworthy, on the grounds that they have departed from the will of the testator as it is stipulated in the words of the testament.  Now, because the Son of God in His last will and testament has not permitted His heirs the liberty of believing or doing whatever seems good to them, but has willed that we believe what he has spoken in His words of institution and do what He has commanded, therefore we should give very careful thought that we do not thrust anything upon these words of the last will and testament of the Son of God, lest we deprive ourselves of the benefit of eternal happiness conveyed to us by His will or our inheritance itself be taken from us as being unworthy because we have departed from the will of the Testator as it has been given to us in the words of His last testament.  There is no doubt that all too many will come under this judgment, sad to say, because of their shameful contentiousness.


The Incarnate Lord, in His Last Will and Testament, bequeaths to men the Full and Free Absolution of all sins for Christ’s Sake.

B.  Christ bequeaths an inheritance of life eternal and all the riches of His everlasting Kingdom.


Because sin consigned men to eternal ruin and death, the Absolution of sin for Christ’s Sake bequeaths to men everlasting riches.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

What shall we then say to these things?  If God be for us, who can be against us?  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?


The Lutheran Church confesses that Christ bequeaths to men everlasting riches through the Gospel:

For here He offers to us the entire treasure which He has brought for us from heaven, and to which He invites us also in other places with the greatest kindness, as when He says in St. Matthew 11, 28:  Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Now it is surely a sin and a shame that He so cordially and faithfully summons and exhorts us to our highest and greatest good, and we act so distantly with regard to it, and permit so long a time to pass [without partaking of the Sacrament] that we grow quite cold and hardened, so that we have no inclination or love for it.  We must never regard the Sacrament as something incurious from which we had better flee, but as a pure, wholesome, comforting remedy imparting salvation and comfort, which will cure you and give you life both in soul and body.  For where the soul has recovered, the body also is relieved?


 C.  The Last Will and Testament of the Son of God is the Gospel.


Now we know why the Gospel is so Precious.  The Gospel is so Precious because it is the Last Will and Testament of the Son of God to bequeath to men the Absolution of all sin and give to them the everlasting riches of His Kingdom.  The Lutheran Church confesses that the Last Will and Testament of the Son of God is the Gospel:

But let us speak of the word liturgy.  This word does not properly signify a sacrifice, but rather the public ministry, and agrees aptly with our belief, namely, that one minister who consecrates tenders the body and blood of the Lord to the rest of the people, just as one minister who preaches tenders the Gospel to the people, as Paul says, I Cor. 4, 1:  Let a man so account of us as the ministers of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God, i.e. of the Gospel and the Sacraments.  And 2 Cor. 5, 20:  We are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us; we pray you in God’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.  Thus the term leitourgia agrees aptly with the ministry.


That’s what the Gospel is:  The Last Will and Testament of the Son of God in Holy Baptism, the Word, and the Holy Communion.  The Gospel, therefore, is the Precious because it is salvation and life eternal through the Last Will and Testament of the Son of God.

Conclusion.


The Gravity of the Incarnate Lord’s Last Will and Testament bodes well for us and for all men because it means our Salvation has the Gravity of the Last will and Testament of the Son of God.  No greater anchor or security could be found than the Last Will and Testament of the Son of God.  Consequently, our salvation is more secure than anything else because it is grounded in the Last Will and Testament of the Son of God.


Christ bequeaths to men in His Last Will and Testament Absolution of all sins for 

Christ’s Sake.  From this Fountain issues all the riches of His everlasting Kingdom unto life

eternal, the resurrection of the body, and the everlasting joy, bliss, glory, and riches of His 

everlasting Kingdom.








Amen.
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Crucifixion


(Albrecht Durer, Large Passion)











Holy Week.


“You see, therefore, that what we call the mass is a promise of the forgiveness of sins made to us by God, and such a promise as has been confirmed by the death of the Son of God.  For the only differences between a promise and a testament is that the testament involves the death of the one who makes it.  A testator is a promiser who is about to die, while a promiser (if I may put it thus) is a testator who is not about to die.  This testament of Christ is foreshadowed in all the promises of God from the beginning of the world; indeed, whatever value those ancient promises possessed was altogether derived from this new promise that was to come in Christ.  Hence the words ‘compact,’ ‘covenant,’ and ‘testament of the Lord’ occur so frequently in the Scriptures.  These words signified that God would one day die.  ‘For where there is a testament, the death of the testator must of necessity occur’ (Heb. 9[:16]).  Now God made a testament, therefore, it was necessary that he should die.  But God could not die unless he became man.  Thus the incarnation and the death of Christ are both comprehended most concisely in this one word, ‘testament.’”  Martin Luther, Luther's Works, Vol. 36, p. 38, underscore added.


 














	�“We Christians must know that if God is not also in the balance, and gives the weight, we sink to the bottom with our scale.  By this I mean:  If it were not to be said [if these things were not true], God has died for us, but only a man, we would be lost.  But if ‘God’s death’ and ‘God died’ lie in the scale of the balance, then He sinks down, and we rise up as a light, empty scale.  But indeed He can also rise again or leap out of the scale; yet He could not sit in the scale unless He became a man like us, so that it could be said:  ‘God died,’ ‘God’s passion,’ ‘God’s blood,’ ‘God’s death.’  For in His nature God cannot die; but now that God and man are united in one person, it is correctly called God’s death, when the man dies who is one thing or one person with God.”  The Formula of Concord, Thorough Declaration, Article VIII. Of the Person of Christ.44, underscore added.  
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	�The Mass is the Gospel, i.e. God’s Word and Sacraments.  “But let us speak of the word liturgy.  This word does not properly signify a sacrifice, but rather the public ministry, and agrees aptly with our belief, namely, that one minister who consecrates tenders the body and blood of the Lord to the rest of the people, just as one minister who preaches tenders the Gospel to the people, as Paul says, I Cor. 4, 1:  Let a man so account of us as the ministers of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God, i.e. of the Gospel and the Sacraments.  And 2 Cor. 5, 20:  We are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us; we pray you in God’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.  Thus the term leitourgia agrees aptly with the ministry.”  The Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article XXIV. (XII.):  Of the Mass, Of the Term Mass.80, 81, Triglotta, p. 411.
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	�“We Christians must know that if God is not also in the balance, and gives the weight, we sink to the bottom with our scale.  By this I mean:  If it were not to be said [if these things were not true], God has died for us, but only a man, we would be lost.  But if ‘God’s death’ and ‘God died’ lie in the scale of the balance, then He sinks down, and we rise up as a light, empty scale.  But indeed He can also rise again or leap out of the scale; yet He could not sit in the scale unless He became a man like us, so that it could be said:  ‘God died,’ ‘God’s passion,’ ‘God’s blood,’ ‘God’s death.’  For in His nature God cannot die; but now that God and man are united in one person, it is correctly called God’s death, when the man dies who is one thing or one person with God.”  The Formula of Concord, Thorough Declaration, Article VIII. Of the Person of Christ.44, underscore added.  


	�Luther’s Works, Vol. 36: 38.


	�St. John 1:1, 14.


	�The Formula of Concord, Thorough Declaration, Article VIII. Of the Person of Christ.44, underscore added.  


	�Romans 6:23.


	�These sheep are the Gentiles.


	�St. John 10:14-18.


	�II Corinthians 5:21.


	�“We Christians must know that if God is not also in the balance, and gives the weight, we sink to the bottom with our scale.  By this I mean:  If it were not to be said [if these things were not true], God has died for us, but only a man, we would be lost.  But if ‘God’s death’ and ‘God died’ lie in the scale of the balance, then He sinks down, and we rise up as a light, empty scale.  But indeed He can also rise again or leap out of the scale; yet He could not sit in the scale unless He became a man like us, so that it could be said:  ‘God died,’ ‘God’s passion,’ ‘God’s blood,’ ‘God’s death.’  For in His nature God cannot die; but now that God and man are united in one person, it is correctly called God’s death, when the man dies who is one thing or one person with God.”  The Formula of Concord, Thorough Declaration, Article VIII. Of the Person of Christ.44, underscore added.  


	�Luther’s Works, Vol. 36: 38.


	�St. Mark 14:24.


	�St. Matthew 26:28.


	�“They are the words of the last will and testament of the very Son of God and not a game or place for exercising the mind by dreaming up unending interpretations that depart from the simplicity and proper meaning of the words.  The mind should treat and consider these words with neither temerity nor frivolity but with reverence and piety and in great fear of the Lord.”  Martin Chemnitz, The Lord’s Supper, tr. J. A. O. Preus, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, no date, pp. 26.  


	�“Chemnitz, Martin, Lutheran theologian.  B. 1522 ... He took the leading part in getting out the Formula of Concord, and the Catalog of Testimonies, which is appended to the Symbolical Books, is essentially his work.... Together with Selnecker and Kirchner, Chemnitz, in 1582, published an Apology of the Book of Concord. ... The most learned theologian of his time was mourned by the whole Lutheran Church; his importance is seen in the Catholic saying that if Chemnitz had not come, Luther had not stood.”  Concordia Cyclopedia, pp. 127, 128, s.v. Chemnitz, Martin.  “‘If the Second Martin had not come, the first would not have prevailed. – 17th Century Adage.’”  The Second Martin:  The Life and Theology of Martin Chemnitz, The Rev. Dr. J. A. O. Preus, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, back cover.
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